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eyer relent. With full appreciation of what was coming, they 
with one unanimous voice decided not to surrender, and stuck to 
their determination till the last drop of blood was shed on the 
ground. 


This is a unique example of heroic performance unequalled in 
history, which displays an utter disregard of life and a remark- 
able degree of fearlessness even in the face of certain death. 
They had the option before them of yielding to the more powerful 
physical force, and of the probabilty of saving their lives. But 
they were moved by a still higher spiritual force, which would not 
allow their moral sense to be subdued for the sake of worldly 
benefit. The lesson taught to mankind throug]: this great example 
of martyrdom undoubtedly is that truth and righteousness must 
supersede falsehood and injustice, and are never to be sacrificed 
even under pressure of necessity. 


There is not a single Muslim who has not been moved to tears 

on reading or listening to the harrowing account of this historic 

martyrdom. Hazrat Imam Husain has indeed had the love and 

affection of the true Mussalmans of all ages, and will continue to 

۳ the highest position among martyrs in the annals of Isla- 
HM 
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Prophet, and had no doubt in his mind that Yazid nad not the 
shadow of a claim to the Khilafat. With such aconviction firmly 
fixed in his mind he could not tolerate the idea of admitting Yazid 
claim even at the point of the bayonet. To him an admission of 
what was not the truth would have been an act of unpardonable 
surrender and an abominable concession. 


this brave conduct on the burning sandy desert of Kerbala e 
Mualla is not to he judged by any military standard of stratezy 
or tactics. A mere modern soldier, with «+ band of a few dozen of 
followers, surrounded by thousinds of enemies, cut off from all 
sourees OF supply, denied access tw natural water, starving from 
hunger and dying of thirst, would have considered that the only 
possible course of aci 11 1n sueh helpless  circumstineces wasan 
unconditional surrendor. But the rules of warfare which are reco- 
gnised in worldly matters were not the guiding principles working 
in Imam Hussain’s mind. He was facing death deliberately and 
intentionally. His line of action was not to he determined by 
ideas of practicability or notions of feasibility. The thought ot 
saving his own life or even those of his relations and followers at 
the expense of religious principles, could not possibly enter his 
mind, Such an idea was totally abhorrent to hun. The cause for 
which he stood was not to be given up at any cost no matter even 
if the adherenec to it meant the sacrifice of the lives af all his 
devoted fighters. The unswerving loyaltv to the righteous cause 
was paramount and far above any regard for personal safety. The 
heroic spirit displayed on that memorable occasion is not only a 
standing proof of his groit courage and determination and of his 
great strength of character, hut also of the firmness pf his conv ic 
tion in truth, and his unalterable resolve not to flinch from it, 


So deep was the devotion to the cause of righteousness 1٤ 
not only he but all his followers unanimously agreed that the only 
honourable course open was to sacrifice their lives but on na arco- 
unt to surrender. The small band of men with ladies and young 
children, stood in front of an immense assembly of armed war- 
riors, re. lisıug that they were fighting against incalculable odds. 
There never waa the smallest ray of hope of escape from death. 
They were fully aware of the sternness of the opposing forces, and 
they could not for a moment imagine that the enemies would 


The Place of: Hazrat Imam 
Husain in the List of 
Benefactors of Mankınd 


HERD OOGRES 


BY THE HON’BLE SIR S. M SULAIMAN, Kvt., M A. LL.D., 
۱ BARRISTER-AT-LAW. 


Acting Chief Justice, High Court, Allahabad. 


OR his greatest herow' martyrdom, Hazrat [mam Husain 
occupies the highest place amtong the Muslim heroes, who 
made the supreme sacafice of surrendering their lives in the way of 
God. The position of.our Holy Prophet was unique. The trials, 
hardships and thè persecutions, which he ondured during the early 
years of his great mission to the world, possessed different charac- 
eristics. When passing through that ordeal, the great Prophet of 
Ae | displayed an urparalleled degree of patience and forbearance 
if’ Mie full confidence of the ultimate triumph of hiscause. His 
smMaflinching conviction was the’ direct result of the Divine imspira- 
tign which filled ‚him with the hopp of a final victory. But his 
méek submission so the existing adverse environments in the early 
stages aimed at the gr idual convegsion cf the disbelievers. 


‘The sacrifice made hy Imam Husain was actuated by a diffe- 
„eat motive altogether. It was a declared fight fora principle 
and’a voluntary choice of death in preference to giving up the 
great eause or truth. Imam Husam clearly saw the fate that was 
staring him in the face, realised the inevitable consoquences that 
must follow and knew full well that his life could not possibly be 
spared. And yet he deliberately made up his mind to sacrifice 
not only his own life, but also Ythe lives of those who were dear 
and near to him, and to risk -humiliation for the members of his 
honoured haram rather than deviate an inch from what he consider- 
tight path of religious uprightness’ 

as the true successor of the great 
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bouuden duty to wage a war against the wicked and dethrone 
godlessnese from its stolen place of vantage and destroy its 
potentiality for working mischief amoug God's poor and innocent 
creatures. From his illustrious father, he had inherited a spiritual 
injunction and a noble mission to fulfil, and that was tn rid the 
world of evildoers and restore the sacred Religion of the holy 
Prophet Mohammad his grandfather (may the blessings of Allah 
be on him) to its pristine purity and glory, and carry its bright 
and glorious mission to the four corners af the world The name 
of Islam, the religion of peace and unity of Godhead, stood in 
danger of being stained by unserupulous hypocrites on the 8ve sof 


the great tragedv of Kerbala. And it was the beloved grandson 


of the Holy Prophet, who came out boldly and challenged the 
rights of those who. by their very nature and character, were 
thoroughly unfit to remain the custodians of the sacred mission. 
The lamp of Islam was flickering in the hands of the unholy, and 
twas Hazrat Imam Husain who bv his stupendous sacrifice 
restored it to its former brightness and dazzling glorv. Islam, 
the universal Religion of humanitv, has been enriched bv this 
great benefactor of the human race. His was, indeed, the 
greatest fight ever put up by any individual mortal against the 
unjust and the unrighteous. And in layiug down his life 
cheerfully on the battlefield—the brave and undaunted warrior 
that he was, an intensely kind and feeling human being, the 
fountain head of high and noble virtues---Hazrat Iman. Husain 
has stood as the bright and luminous beacon light among the 
thesmartyrs of history. Such a soul never dies. It becomes 
immortal. It stands aloft surrounded by the bright halo of 
martyrdom—aye to tell successive generations af mankind as to 
how a nobla scion from the house of the founder of the great 
Religion of Islam laid down his life and those of his dearest and 
beloved ones—in fact his all—for the sake of humanity The spirit 
of Hazrat Imam Husain has inspired Muslims for centuries and it 
will continue to do so ` till eternity. ,Forsooth, Imam Husain 
occupies a most conspicuous position in the list of the benefactors 
of mankind. He is peerless. supreme. 
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Husaın: The Great Martyr 
of Kerbala 


SIDO 


BY MR. YUSOOF D. MOTALA, P.A. 
Editor of the “Rangoon Daily News.” 


AZRAT Imam Husain, the noble son of Hazrat Ali and 
Fatcma-Tuz Zahra, and tho great martyr of Kerbala takes 
. A very high place in the list of the benefactors of humanity. The 
tragedy of Kerbala is an example of peerless self-sacrifice and 
self-immolation on the part of a human being for the benofit of 
mankind. Imam Husain has immortalised himself by his 
unparalleled sacrifice at the altar of truth. He stood for 
righteousness, purity of life and purity of administration. He 
warned bravely against evil and refused to submit to what was 
vicious and ungodly, The worthy son of a worthy father with 
high ideals of nobilitv, chivalry, truth and righteousness instilled 
into him since his very childhood hy parents who themselves were 
the glorious exemplars of all the highest known human virtues, 
Hazrat Imam Husain did not consider even his own life and those 
of his dear and beloved ones to be too great a price to pay for the 
upholding of those great ideals. Where others of a weak and 
selfish nature would have surrendered to the behest of an 
adventurer and an imposter, Hazrat Imam Husain withstood al! 
the inhuman tortures and persecutions on both himself and the 
members of his family--men, women and children—until his last 
breath and attained martyrdom. History can point to no greater 
self-sacrifice than that of Imam Husain, and no human being has 
equa Hed him unto this day. And why didthis great saint of 
Islam invite on himself all the ruthless cruelties and persecutions 
- that an unprincipled rule: of thé day, sunk in vice and 
debauchery, was in a position to inflict on innocent 
and helpless beings? It is precisely because his pure spirit within 
him revolted against the sorrowful state of affairs existing about 
him, and consequently he considered it to be his sacred and 
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to face calmly and heroically the many terrible trials and 
tribulations of the last year of his life. Thus he lived and died 
for his ideals and, in the last resort, surrendered his breath at the 
altar of Truth. as he had realized it in his own life. No wonder 
then that his life and the struggles he had to undergo espeeially in 
the last fortnight of his earthly career— have always evoked the 
greatest sympathy and admiration not only ` amongst a fairly 
large section of Muslims in various countries, hut also amongst 
the non-Muslims as well. ‘ina distant a oh d slimate,’? writes 
Gibbon, in his monumental and immortal, history ( Decline. and 
Fill of the Roman Empire) “ the tragia sc fie. of, the death of 
Hussain will awaken the symp: BF thee ال اج‎ reader.” “It 
will be easy to understand, ” writes (the late) Syed, Ameer. Add, ig 
his excellent Zlıstory of the Saracens perhaps to"sy mpathizé with 
tho frenzy of sorrow and indignatiöh to which the adherents of ٠ 
Ali and his children give vent on the recurrenca of the anniversary 
of Husain’s martyrdom.” And it is ippo led by such a spirit of 
sympathy that آ‎ have come forward, (in compliance with the 
wishes of my friend, who are responsible for this volume), to pay 
my humble tribute to the memory of Husain “the martyr ” 
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at last one wounded Husain upon the hand, and a second gashed 
him on the neck, arid a third thrust him through the body with a 
speak No sooner had he fallen to the ground, than, Shimr rode 
a troop of. horsemen over his corpse, back wards and forwards, over 
and over again, unsil it was trampled into the very ground, a 
scarcely reddgpikable mass of mangled flesh and mud. Thus, 
twelve years un death of his brother Hasan, Husain, the 
second son of, this death on the bloody plain of Kerbala 
on Saturday = a of Muharram, A.H. 61 (A.D. 680). 
e andes Ay o i few days of Husam, brings into 
کی سے‎ fhe sting Weatures of his great career aga 
ور دا‎ Por what j ama r if not one who combines those two 
rare efsments of hú charagder—heroism in the face of even the 
greatest dangers te his -life, for the sake of what he regards as 
Truth, and saintliness th ۰۰۰ sense of his entire dependence on 
God? Judged in the light of this criterion, there can be no two 
opinions about the fact that Husain has justly taken a prominent 
place amongst .the greatest martyrs the world has produced, I 
am aware that certain western writers have not taken this view of 
his work and akaracter. The estimate of this class of writers is 
embodied in the article on Husain, in the Encyclapoedta af Islam 
rvol, 2, p ge 339) in which the distinguished contributor of the 
sketch (Mons. H. Lammens) criticises the character of Husain for 
“indecision and lack of intelligence” and similar other traits. But 
it is clear to me that such a wrong decision on the 
part of a modern writer is dueto a lack of correct 
perspective. Even wordly men are influenced in 
their conduct and action, to some extent, by their beliefs and 
‚deals, while spiritually-ınclined persons (like Husain) act under 
the impulse of influences which the average, man of the warld 
naturally finds it difficult to appreciate, or correctly estimate. 
Those who will have read the account, outlined above, of Husajn’s 
last few days, will have no donbt in their mind that he was out 
and-out a saintly character, dependent altogether on the will of 
God, and seeking the kingdom of Heaven—wholly unlike (for 
nstance) Muawiya and his son Yazid. It is this phase of his 
character which, coupled with his strength of mind, enabled him 
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The next morning both sides prepared for battle. Early in 
the day Husain mounted his’ horse, and set the holy Koran before 
him, erying: “O God, Thou art my confidence in every trouble 
and my hope in every adversity,” and submitted himself to the 
judgment of his companions before the opened pages of the sacred 
volume. At this his sisters and daughters began to ‘weep, 
whenhe cried out in bitter anguish  ص‎ ۰ 
“God reward theson of Abbas,” in allusion to advice which 
his cousin, Abdullah-idn-Abbas had given him, to leave the 
women behind in Mecca. At this moment a party of the enemy's 
horse wheeled about and came up to Husain, who expected to be 
attacked by them. But it was Hurr who had quitted thé ks of 
the Syrian army, and had now come to die with Husain, an testify 
his repentance before men and God. As Hurr rode into the doo- 
med camp, he shouted back to Amr: “Alas for you!’ Whereup- 
on Amrcommanded his men to “brig up the colours.” As soon | 
as they were set in front of the troops, Arnr shot an arrow ne 
the camp, saying: “Bear witness that I shot the first arrow,” 
and so the fight began on both sides. Tt raged, chiefly in a series 
of single combats, until noon-day, when both sides retired to 
prayer, Husain adding to the usual office the ‘Prayer of Fear,” 
never used but in causes of extremity. When shortly afterwards 
the fight was renewed, tiusain was struck on the head by a sword. 
Faint with the loss of blood, he sat down by his tent and took up- 
on his lap his little son Abdullah, who was at once killed bv a 
flying arrow. He placed the little corpse upon the ground, crying 
out: “We come from God and we return to Him O God, give me 
strength to bear these misfortunes.’ Growing thirsty he ran to- 
ward the Euphrates, where he stopped for awhile and prayed 
earnestly. His little nephew, a beautiful child, who went up to 
kiss him, had his hand cut off with a sword, on which Husain 
again wept, saying: “Thy reward, dear child, e with thy 
forefathers in the realms of bliss.'' Hounded on by Shimr, the 
Syrian troops now surrounded Husain, but nothing daunted, he 
charged them right and left. In the midst of the fighting. 
his sister came betwee n him and his slayers, crying out to 
Amr, how he could fond by and see Husain slain. Whereupon 
with tears trickling down his beard, Amr turned his face away * 
hut Shinir, with threats and curses, set an his soldiers again, and 
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between him and the river,” and Amr did so: and the name of the 
place where he cut Husain off fromthe Euphrates was called 
Kerbala. 


۱ Then Husain sought a conference with Amr, in which he pro. 
posed either to ga to Y azid or to return to Mecca, Obaidallah was 
at first inclined to accede to these conditions, until Shimr stood 
up and swore that no terms should be made with Husain, adding 
significantly that he had been informed of a long conference bet- 
“wen Husain and Amr. Then Obaidallah sent Shimr with orders 
A رف‎ that if Husain, would surrender unconditionally, he would 
AO i ved ; ifealot, Amr was to fall upon him and his men, Should 
Ke Tffuse to do so, Shfnr was to strike off Amr's head, and 
hid plf command the attack against Husain. Thus passed Sunday 
Mo y, Tuesdav, Wednesdav, Thursdav, and Friday, the 4th, 5th 
6th 8th and 9th, ef Muharram. On the evening of the 9th, 
Amr drew ur his forces close to that of Husain, as he was sitting 
at the door of his tent, just aftor the evening prayer, and told him 
of thé conditions offered by Obaidallah. Husain desired Amr to 
give him time until the next morning, when he would make his 
answer. In the night his sister came weeping to his bedside, and, 
awaking him, exclaimed: ‘Alas for the desolation of my family! 
Alas for the destruction that is to come!” “Sister,” Husain replied 
“put your trust in God, and know that man is born to die, and 
that the heavens shall not remain; everything shall pass away but 
the presence of God, who created all things by His power, and 
shall make them by His power to pass away and they shall return 
to Him alone. My father was better than me, and my mother was 
better then me; and my brother was better then me; and they and 
we and all Muslims have an example in the Apostle of God.” 
Then he teld his men that Obaidallah wanted nobody but him, 
and thatAhey ` should go away to their homes. But they said : 
“God forbid that we should ever see thé day wherein we survive 
you!” Then.he commanded them to cord their tents close together 
and maké @ Hine of them, so as to keep out the enemy's horse. And 
he dug a trench behind his camp which he filled with wood to be 
set on fire, so that he could.only be attacked in front. The rest 
of the night he spent in prayer and supplication, whil enemy’s 
guard patrolled all ‘night long, round and roúnd his cafinp. 







(9) 


directly to Kufa into the presence of Obaidallah.” Husain answe- 
red: “I would sooner die than submit to that,” and gave word 
to his men to ride on; but Al-Hurr said: “I have no commission 
to fight with you, but I am commanded not to part with you until 
I have conduetad you into Kufa”; but he bade Husain to choose 
any road into that city “that did not go directly back to Mecca,” 
and *'do you,” said he, “write to Yazid or Obaidallah, and I will 
write to Obaidallah, and perhaps it may please God I may meet 
with something that may bring me off without my being forced to 
any extremity on your account.” Then he retreated his force a 
little to allow Husain to lead the way towards Kufa, and Husain 
took the road that leads by Adib and Cadisia. This was on“ Thurs- 
day, the Ist of Mohurrum, A.H. 61 (A.D. 680). When niglıt came 
on, he still continued his march all through night. 


In the morning, after prayers were over, Husain mended his 
pace, and as he rode on there came up a horseman, who took no 
notice of him, but saluted Al-Hurr, and delivered to him a letter, 
giving orders from Obaidallah to lead Husain and his men into a 
pace where there was neither town nor fortifications and there 
leave them till the Syrian forces should surround them. This was 
on Friday. the 2nd of Muharram. The day after, Amr-ibn-Saad 
came upon them with four thousand men. They had been encam 
ped without the walls of Kufa, and when Ohaidallah heard of 
Husain's coming he commanded Amr to defer his march and go 
against Husain. But one and all dissuaded him: ‘Beware that 
vou go not against Husain, and rebel against your Lord, and cut 
off mercy from you, for you had better be deprived of the domini- 
on of the whole world then meet your Lord with the blood of 
Husain upon you.” Amr was fain to acquiesce, but upon Obaidal- 
lah renewing his command with threats, he m d against 
Husain, and came up with him, as aforesaid, oY day, the 
std of Muharram. On Amr sending to inquire of Husain what 
brought him thither, the latter replied: “The; Kufians wrote to 
me; but since they reject me, Iam willing to return to Mecca.” 
Amr was glad when he heard it, and «said: I hope to God I may 
be excused from مسي ان‎ im.’ Then he wrote to this 
purpose to کا‎ but ObaidaMah sternly replied: “Get 
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salient facts of Husain's career. jeading to his martyrdom, are 
recorded as follows:—shortly after the accession of Yazid, Husain 
recived at Mecca secret messages from the people of Kuf , entrea - 
ting him to place himself at the head ot the army in Babylonia 
now called bag. Yazd, however, had full intimation of their 
intention, and long before Husam could reach Kufa, the too easy 
governor a „hat city was 1eplaced, by Yazid, by Obaidallah, the 
resolute al-Basrah, who ty his :apid measures disconcerte 
the plans ot Husain and his followers, and drove them to apre- 
mature outbreak, and the surrender of their leader, Muslim, ‘Phe 
latter’s head wasie¥tuck off and sent to Yazid. On Husain arriv- 
ing on tke comfiies; df Babylonia | s met by Al-Hurr, who 
had heen sent out by Oba fg hi dy body of horsemen to in- 
tercept his approach. ¡HusaiÑ 408 7 Mem, asserted his title 
to the Cafiphate, andiqnvited them to subgpit taim. Al-Hurr 
replied: We are commanded as soon as weeet you tó bring you 












Husain: The- Martyr 


BY MR. SACHCHLDANANDA SINHA, BAR-AT-LAW. 
Editor The “ Hindustan Review”. 

I deem it a privilege to have been invited to make a contri- 
bution to a collection of papers onthe martyrdom of Hazrat [mam 
Husain, The life and career of the martyr ate interwoven with 
tho history of Arabia, under the early Caliphate, and it is nd easy 
task to pick out the personal from the historical eléments, I shall 
make an attempt, however, to do so and I shall, therefore, refer to 
such incidents only, of the career of the martyr, »s reflect clearly 
his character and ideals, ratherthan deal with matters which 
appertain more properly to the domain of history. Even with 
this important reservation, there is bound to be a deal of overlap- 
ping in the articles in the composite collection for which Lam 
writing as the contributions in it(T gather) are not likely to be 
coordinated hy an editor or an editorial board. It also goes wıth- 
out saying that for tho data put together, there in nu claim to any 
originality, as thes have been taken from a standard authority 
on the subjeet, But the views expressed by way of comments are 
my own. 


» Al Husain was the second son of Patima, the daughter of the 
Prophet, Mohammad (on whom be peace), by her husband Alt, 
the foutth Khalifah, and was a vounger brother of Al-Hasan, the 
Gith Khahfah. He was born at Medina, in A. H. 4, and died at 
Keriala, A. H. 61, being cruelly slain in his conflict with ۰ 
The martyrdom of Al-Husain is celebrated even now By the Shiahs 
every year, during the first ten days of the M Tram, and an 
account of the circumstances relating to his. ic death is there- 
fore, necessary for appreciating the intensity %, of feeling with 
which the scenes and incidents of the last 4: of “Iman Husain’” 

are enacted during the Muharram in ا‎ ‘nd also ta Persia in 
the “Miracle Play,” a translation D "wHich was made--many 
years back— into English ‘by (the hate) Sir] awis Pelly. The 


Grandest EH. pisous ua Man’s 
History 
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By MR. ABDULLAH YUSUF ALT, M.A, LLM, GLE, ICS, 
(Rotired?», London 


The mission of Imim Husain was to keep ahght the beacon 
of truth in a world envelop>d in darkness» —when political powel 
was assoriated with arrogance, selfishness, luxury, idleness and 
want of faith, he showed by his life that poverty and humility were 
consistent with the highest spritual teichmg, and by his deatl 
that unselfishness and tıust ın God were more powerful weapons 
for the lngher hte than worldly tmumphs 4 ۸ 
tions in the UMMAIYED court much dissatisfaction, división and 
doubt had spread over the Islamice world Lhe martyrdom of the 
Prophet’s grandson did much toyeumtte many factions, and to 
redirect their attention to the pirophet’s me sige of brotherhood 
and 1igbteousness The moving story of Husain s sufferings and 
the patience and firmness with which he endured them his ıppe led 
to Muslims of all sects and schools of thought, ind to non-Muslims 
also. The domestic details ot tne tiagedy faruish seme ot the 
grandest episodes 11 the mne: history ot mankin | 


event in history surpasses in pathos the scenes enacted en the 
bloodstamed field of Kerbala where fell the heloved grandson 
ot the Prophet ın the cause of truth, tortured with thirst and 
surrounded with the bodies of his murdered kinsmen, 


But why dıd he allow himself and his little children to suffer 
such unprecedented agonıes the reminder of which makes our 
every nerve to tremble ? His own sermon addressed to the enemy 
troops near Kerbala will give the answer: - 


“O People! The Apostle ot God has said that he who sees a 
ruler who 13» perpetrating injustice, who 1s exceeding the limits 
fixed by God, who breaks the covenant of God, who epposes the 
teachings of the Prophet, who rules God's creatures sinfully and 
tyrannically,—-if a man sees such a ruler, and does not oppose him 
by word or deed, God will not vouchsafe him a happy abode- 
Corruption reigns supreme, (God's limits are violated, public 
property is misapprepriated, that which God has made lawful, 1s 
being made unlawful, that which God has made unlawful is being 
made lawful. [have the greatest right to change their tyranny 
with truth and justice . «a «., by his death. 


It is a matter of history that by his death Husain did change 
the whole course of Islamic hfe and polities, and saved mankind 
trom the UMMEYADE tyranny and the faith of his grandfather 
from destruction. Indeed by his Martyrdom he disclosed the 
secret of the ‘*Gireat sacri fice“ referred to in the QURAN; 
and of a truth ‘‘ he became the foundation of ‘There is no God but 
God’ by giving his head but not his hand 1 hand of YAZID. ” 
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